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The newsletter of Workington Transport Heritage Trust 

Reg Charity 1102725 Limited Company 04767337   Visit us at www.wtht.co.uk  

Number 72                January 2011 
On the First Step of the Lottery Ladder

Belated Seasons Greetings and a 
Happy New Year to our members, 
supporters and other readers. 

 Our Heritage Lottery Fund pre-
application has been approved, 
meaning we can now fill in a “proper” 
application form, with all the work that 
this involves! 

Also news of a very well received – and 
successful - model rail exhibition.  

Plus the results of our last coach trip of 
the year, and more information on our 
new Country Cousin Leyland National 
bus. Finally the story of the acquisition 
of Philip Scott’s Mercedes Infobus from 
the scrapman . 

 

WHEELS 
     AND  
      TRACKS 

Santa lures unsuspecting shoppers on to 378 on the run  to 
Debenhams on  21 st November     A Grey 
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Two views of Philip Scott’s  Infobus  converted by Stagecoach from a Mercedes 709 
minibus with Alexander body. It was rescued from th e scrap line at Lillyhall depot! 

  

  

This Sidcup 
Coaches Royal 
Tiger Doyen 
E317 OMG was 
seen still in 
service near 
Euston Station 
in Summer 
2010, complete 
with original 
badge and 
looking very 
well cared for. 

 

550 is seen at 
what was once 
CMS’s Wigton 
depot being 
passed by a 
new double 
decker on the 
Whitehaven to 
Carlisle 300 
service. 

The building 
was due to be 
demolished in 
late 2010. 

J Burrow 
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Vision of the Future - Part 4  
We’re now down to 35 months until we have to be out of Lakes Road (21 December 
2013), but have received some excellent news from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
Our pre-application form had been sent off on 16th October. This simple 8 page form asks 
basic questions about ourselves and our plans with a view to helping HLF decide if it is 
worth us proceeding to completing a full application. Our “plan” was based  loosely on the 
use of the larger of the two Newdale buildings on Isabella Road. Using the £400,000 cost 
of the WTR Reels building as a base, the whole project was costed at £1 million, with an 
assumption of £700,000 coming from HLF and the balance made up from other funders. 
Karen Zeisler of HLFs Manchester office called in late November with news of our pre-
application. She told us that she was seeking advice on whether HLF can fund a building 
that is not in itself of historical significance. She was also seeking advice on how to 
assess the historical importance of our collection. 
That was positive news, but better news came with a further phone call from Karen in mid 
December when she confirmed that  our pre-application had been approved so that we 
could move on to the next stage - and where the hard work would start!  
But before we start on this Karen has arranged to visit our buildings to see who we are, 
how we work, what our collection comprises, and what our plans and hopes are. This is 
booked for Friday 14th January. We are now working on making sure our systems and 
paperwork are up to date and that the sheds are reasonably clean and presentable. Our 
aim is to show that we are well organised, professional in our approach and have a 
financially sustainable undertaking. 
It also concentrates our minds to tidy up our draft business plan, and try to identify where 
the rest of the funding will come from to help us achieve our aims. 
Current front runners for our new site are the WTR Reels building near the college at 
Lillyhall and the Newdale buildings on the harbour, though we have had no recent contact 
with the agents for either site. 
 

£3m Visitor Centre Takes Shape  
There are still success stories around  that we can take heart from - 
A £3 million maritime heritage centre is currently under construction at Newbiggin by the 
Sea in Northumberland. It is aimed at attracting more tourists and their spending power to 
an area where millions of pounds have been invested in recent years. The project has 
been driven by the Newbiggin-by-the-Sea Heritage Partnership who have been working 
for 7 year towards their goal. The centrepiece of the iconic building will be the restored 
Mary Joicey, the last seagoing lifeboat to be stationed in Newbiggin. 
The Partnership has secured £1m core funding from the national Sea Change 
programme to regenerate coastal communities (though this scheme is now closed to new 
applicants), and have also received backing from Heritage lottery Fund, the County 
council, the local council and the local business initiative group. 

 

www.wtht.co.uk  
 Our webmaster Neil Dickinson does a great job in keeping our website at 
www.wtht.co.uk up to date and supplied with fresh news and pictures. If you haven’t 
already visited the site, take a look. It now contains pictures of our latest acquisition, 
Country Cousin National CHH 210T. 
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Locomotion - A Success Story  
The Locomotion museum at Shildon, which opened six years ago as an outstation to 
York’s National Railway Museum, recorded its millionth visitor in September. It has just 
produced a new business plan which aims for 200,000 visitors a year. It cost £12 million 
to build, but is reckoned to bring £3m a year into the local economy, employing 18 people 
and supporting a further 56 jobs in the Shildon area and 74 in the wider region. It is now 
the 3rd most popular attraction in Co. Durham after the Cathedral and Beamish. 
Rachel Shimmin, of  Durham County Council, aid, “These are remarkable results in a 
town such as Shildon which has no tourism infrastructure or previous experience of 
tourism. 5000 visitors a year arrive by train which helps support the service on the Bishop 
Auckland line. The museum has contributed significantly to an improved atmosphere in 
the town, and house building is taking off after many years of inactivity.” 
It just goes to show  what can be achieved . . . 

Boxing Day Bus  
Having run our free Boxing Day bus service for the last six years, it seems that we have 
become a fixture in the local Boxing Day scene. But this year’s routine was still upset as a 
result of Workington Bridge still not being available for use after flood damage in 2009. 
The plan was to make use of the temporary road bridge at Northside, but then the journey 
time on the Seaton end of the journey would be extended, necessitating a route revision 
on the southern side in order to maintain an hourly frequency. 
So we planned the hourly service running from the bus station on a circular route to 
Seaton Hunters Drive and Dunmail Park, following the route of Stagecoach's service 47, 
leaving the bus station every hour from 9.20am to 5.20pm.  
The bus would then leave the bus station every hour from 9.50am to 4.50pm continuing 
along Moss Bay Road on the route of the 46B but going down to Harrington Victoria 
Square returning via Moorclose & Travellers Rest.  
But we became worried about the extended very cold spell of weather, and whether we 
would actually be able to run the service. When the Times & Star reporter phoned us the 
Tuesday prior to Boxing Day asking if we would still run we had to make a decision to let 
potential travellers know in good time. 
So it was on the following day, with the forecasted freeze appearing to continue over the 
weekend, that we reluctantly made the decision to cancel the service. It was not worth the 
risk of possibly having a passenger sustain an injury or having the bus damaged. The 
media was quickly informed – and we even made it on to teletext -  but we were too late 
to cancel an advert which cost £80. 
Our thanks to Stagecoach for permission to use the bus station, and also to Lynn 
Singleton at Neighbourhood Forum who was able to fast-track a grant of £250 towards 
the estimated £295 costs of mainly advertising & fuel. Even though this will not now be 
claimed, we still hope that she will be able to cover the £80 advert cost. 

Christmas Meal  
On the evening of Saturday 11th December, a bakers dozen of members and friends sat 
around the table at the Cumberland Hotel for another of Anne McTear’s excellent four 
course Christmas meals. This modestly priced feast cost only £17 each, but helped to 
raise £41 for funds, including £15 on a raffle. Thanks to Denise and JMercia for donating 
raffle prizes. 
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K877GHH  

Recently joined member Philip Scott updates us on progress with his latest acquisition: 

This Mercedes 709D was one of a number purchased new by Stagecoach in 1993, in the 
batch K871 – K878, registered in June 1993.  It was no. 77 in the Cumberland  branded 
fleet, initially based at Carlisle.  The body was made by Alexander in Belfast, number 
M11070593 on chassis number MB709D669003 -2N-005683.   

It had a varied working life in service, mostly on the West coast and north of Cumbria and 
for several years on the tourist route over Honister and Whinlatter passes. It was one of 
the first buses to be used on that route along with number 78. 

Latterly, it was converted at Stagecoach’s Lillyhall depot from a 25-seater into an 
“infobus,” operating around Carlisle and Keswick. Many of you will have seen it parked 
either at Workington or Keswick long after its sister vehicles had been sold on. It would be 
interesting to determine where they went after Stagecoach and if any still survive. 

It was withdrawn from service earlier in 2010 after 17 years, and was stored at Lillyhall 
and put on the disposal list.  While in storage, a number of parts were stripped out for use 
as spares, notably most of the dashboard and driver’s seat and other items in the cab 
and round the doors.  It was eventually sold to a Barnsley bus breaker, from whom I 
acquired it before they had collected it from Workington. 

It was a chance purchase, following a casual enquiry about K877GHH once I knew it was 
out of service.   Despite the problems with the removal of parts from the dash and cab, 
and knowing that it had come out of service due to a failed starter motor, I felt it was 
worth pursuing, and made the purchase from the breaker by telephone that day.   

I acquired the bus in November 2010, and Barry Pickthall of Rowrah towed K877GHH up 
to their yard, temporarily, and gave it a brief inspection.  I am grateful to Barry for all his 
help. The side front window panel was refiited here to prevent water entering the cab. 77  
was then taken to The Busworks, Blackpool, on the back of a low loader, to be looked 
over and a schedule of required work prepared.  This is due to start shortly. 

The interior, as currently kitted out, consists of two tables with a seat on each side, 2 
leaflet stands and a false rear partition, all of which will stay in situ.  Part of the attraction 
of preserving this bus is that it was unusual in becoming an infobus and the interior will 
remain in that form.  There are only 2 other 709Ds in preservation thus far, of the 
thousands purchased by Stagecoach.  Although some may feel this bus is too recent, 
and not of sufficient interest for preservation, I do not share that view. 

There has been some preliminary clearing out of the interior, but the main work to be 
done includes new floor panels at the front where the current ones are rotted, rebuilding 
the dash, installing the handbrake and a new driver’s seat.  The bonnet, front and back 
bumpers and grille are all being replaced with parts I have sourced myself.   

A mechanical and full electrical inspection is awaited. The paintwork is currently in 
Stagecoach stripes, but will probably revert to two-tone green and cream, to reflect the 
colours used on the Honister/Whinlatter route which was a big part of K877GHH’s life. 

I have not had much time to think about uses to which she might be put, but I thought, 
once restored, she might usefully spend some of the time serving in the “infobus” layout, 
for WTHT, as an information point/mobile museum for open days or other events. 

We wish Philip the best of luck with the restoration, and would hope to be able to take 
him up on his kind offer once the bus has been restored to service. 
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210 - Our Cumberland Country Cousin  

This 44 seater ex CMS Country Cousin was successfully bid for on Ebay at £1500 + VAT. 
After being stupid enough to bid for a bus that's 350 miles away and then be successful in 
winning, someone had to go and collect it!  

So Alistair caught the train to Exeter on 13th October after doing an early shift. This cost 
£31.85, but  fuel to get the bus home cost an estimated £250!.  

On Thursday, at a barn in a field somewhere near Honiton, Ray of Alpha Coaches 
showed me around his collection of old buses and coaches, some of which are still 
serviceable. These include an Olympian, and another short National which he plans to 
break for spares. He offered me the chance to look at his spares collection, but I didn't 
have time.  

210 is in Alpha's blue & grey, but in need of some TLC to repair damage and tidy her up. 
The inside is upholstered in Chase Buses pattern and is tidy, but we paid £50 for an 
incomplete set of NBC pattern seat squabs and backs which may be more appropriate for 
fitting at some future stage. The inside needs a good clean, though handrails, platform 
and cab need a repaint.  On reflection, it was decided to keep the bright & colourful 
Chase seats as they are in good condition. 

It was taxed until 31 December, and is MoT'd until 12th July 2011.  

He set off around 1130, arriving back at Pottery Field at 2215, doing around 50mph. He 
only overtook 2 lorries on the whole journey so can't have been going too fast!  

Observations from the journey were that the bus drove faultlessly the whole way 
recording 631km (392 miles) from outside Honiton, via Exeter, to Pottery Field.  

From Strensham services near Cheltenham to Forton, near Lancaster we reckon she did 
11.7mpg, compared to around 8mpg from 378 & 556 on stopping service work. 

There are some faults as you would expect from a bus that has spent a lot of time doing 
nothing. The speedo doesn’t work, the engine doesn't always shut down on the key, and 
we’re told that gear selector microswitches can be temperamental, but we’ve had no 
bother. On a plus point, the engine appears virtually leak free.  
Some internal trims are missing, eg on screen glazing bar, and on wall behind rear seat. 
Its tyres are still legal, but it will probably need a new set before MoT in July.  
 The front nearside bumper section is steel, welded to body frame to give protection when 
brushing past hedges on narrow lanes, which it did a lot in its previous life. 

  

The bus will need a full clean, a full external repaint and some minor body repairs. The 
bus was sent to Barry Pickthall for a full service and we received the comment that it had 
been well looked after by its previous owners. It basically needed just a new air filter and 
attention to a leaky water pump .  

Our intention was to get it fit for Boxing Day service (even though it wouldn’t have been 
repainted by then) but  as reported on page 4 the service was cancelled..  

It has insurance which includes free services. It also has breakdown cover, but we 
weren't covered for the journey home as it doesn't cover the first 48 hours (What???? - 
Ed). Just as well that the Big Man in the sky was looking after us.  
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History of 210  
Brian Pritchard has researched the bus’s history and come up with this information: 

210 (CHH 210T) is a Leyland National 10351B/1R chassis number 06111, with body 
arrangement B44F. It was new to Cumberland Motor Services on 12th April 1979. It was 
painted in the national Bus Company standard colour of Poppy Red with a white 
waistband, and grey centrally placed fleet numbers front and rear.  
It had brown rexine seats. - plastic seats that your bare skin stuck to after a while of 
sitting down. 
It had modifications to its painting scheme in June 1981, March 1983 and April 1986 
when stretched lower case Cumberland fleetnames were added to the front (white) and 
rear (red).  
In December 1986, 210 was sent To Ribble Motor Services at Preston to have its seats 
replaced with orange/black moquette similar to 431.  
It gained the old Stagecoach livery - white with 3 stripes - in May 1992 
 
It was originally allocated to Workington depot , transferring to Whitehaven on 22 April 
1979, then to Keswick  on 1st June 1980. On 1st June 1985 it went back to Whitehaven, 
then on to Millom in July 1990, and back to Workington in September of that year. In 
February 1993 it was at the new Lillyhall depot, but within 2 months ended up delicensed 
and stored at Barrow .  
Ribble bought the bus on 28/9/93, renumbering it to 310, selling it on to Chase Coaches 
at Chasetown, Staffordshire in April 1997 as their number 37. Its last day of service with 
Chase was 28th April 2007. In May of that year, alongside around 26 other Nationals 
owned by Chase, it was put up for auction after Chase had sold out to Arriva. Alistair was 
at the auction, watching the Nationals go for around £1000 each and was tempted to bid 
for 210 which had been well maintained by Chase. But Ray Borkowski of Alpha Coaches 
at  Honiton was the successful bidder.  
Apparently Ray used the bus for only one week a year! This was for the Sidmouth Folk 
Festival where it traversed the narrow lanes linking campsites to festival venues from 
0900 to 0200 the following day. 
The photo at the top of the rear cover is from August 2009 and has been posted on the 
Flickr website by Edward Jacobs, who says, “"I took the picture as the bus turned right 
into a VERY narrow lane. I'm amazed it got around and down there - and that's speaking 
as an experienced PSV driver. It really looked as though the bus wasn't going to fit!! We 
drove on, and assumed that the back end disappeared out of sight!!" 
 

Heritage Open Days  
The Open Day on 11th September went well with an estimated 100+ visitors to the shed 
and over 100 trips recorded on the free buses. Sales stand took £57, raffle took £24, 
refreshment stand took £29, and 3 new members joined.  
At a follow-up meeting organised by town centre manager Claire Driver, the organisation 
of this year’s Open Days was discussed. It was acknowledged that responsibility for 
publicity and organisation had been split between different people with a resultant loss of 
focus.  As a result a number of venues from previous years did not participate, but no-one 
found out why this was so that any problems could be addressed. 
We look forward to a bigger and better event in 2011. 
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Model Railway Exhibition  

Our tenth show is now over!  
This family show continues to be as popular as ever, attracting 1443 visitors of all ages 
(against a budget of 1200).  
The halls were packed with layouts, traders and displays to the extent that our sales 
stand had to squeeze in to the lobby between the two halls.  
Our expenses continue to rise, but we have managed to hold our admission prices for 
several years now. Initial estimates suggest that expenses amounted to £4900, covered 
by income of £8200, giving a balance of about £3300 (compared with a budget of £2900).  
Our thanks to all those who participated as exhibitors, traders or support groups. Also to 
those who paid good money to get through the door, those who donated raffle prizes and 
to those volunteers who kindly gave up their free time to help out over the weekend. Our 
thanks also to sponsors, programme advertisers, to the Sports Centre staff who cope with 
our demands and complaints, to Rayner Fletcher who loaned barriers for free, to David 
Roper for providing transport to fetch and carry the barriers, and all others who helped in 
any way to make the weekend a great success.  
Thanks also to Phil Tuer for bringing in a great and varied selection of layouts and for 
getting some excellent publicity including 2 front page spreads on the West Cumbria 
Gazette! 
Thanks also to Ray O'Neill for getting some new traders into the show.  
It is all greatly appreciated.  

Raffle & lucky programme winners 

First prize on the raffle of one night's top class B&B for two people at the luxury Boundary 
at Windermere (www.boundaryonline.com) was won by Peter Chesher. This was kindly 
donated by bus-owning new member Helen Sowerby.  
2nd  prize of a kettle went to Harry Scott 
3rd prize of a tin of Roses, won by a gentleman in Consett, was kindly donated back (to be 
used on the Liverpool coach trip raffle). 
4th prize of a buses DVD was won by Alan Crawford. 
5th prize of a £5 Jackson‘s gift voucher was won by Claire Oaks. 
The lucky programme prize of a tin of Quality Street was won by Malcolm Paul.. 
These entries helped give us an idea of where our visitors come from. 26 (70%)  from 
West Cumbria (Millom to Silloth) , 4 from Carlisle , 4 from the rest of Cumbria , 3 from 
north east , and 1 from Leeds  
Of those who indicated where they found out about the show:  
10 were from newspapers, 5 from posters, 4 from website, 2 from Railway Modeller , and 
1 from other rail magazines.  
Of these 3 said they come every year. �

Winners  

�  The Best Scenic Layout voted for by visitors was won by St Georges Quay, the O 
gauge model of the coal staithes by Alan Gray from Gateshead. This had 17 of the 
45 votes cast, with the next best attracting 8 votes.  

�  The Jim Harkness Memorial Shield went to Andrew Butler’s excellent Tulloch Bridge, 
complete with locos with real sound. 

�  The Cumbria Bowl was awarded to Andrew Wright’s Mossop Road. 
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Comments  from exhibitors & visitors  

It is great to see something progressing as the Exhibition has each year even the little 
blip last year does not seem to have put anyone off coming We also meet all the older 
faces that come every year and catch up on things that have happened since the last 
time.  Good work and keep it up. Alan Ross  

A big thank you for all the hard work you put in to organising the Exhibition from the 
CRA and FLAG. Hope to see you next year. Alan  

We had a fab weekend as well even though I had to leave early, please book us down 
for next years event. What a lot of extremely talented people are hiding out there. Pamela 

I’m glad the show was a success. The number of people that seemed to be around on 
the Sunday would have suggested the attendance of visitors was up and everyone 
seemed to be enjoying the show. I know that Les and I did. Winning the box of sweets 
was an added bonus.  
You can tell this is a nice friendly show by the fact that as you walked around and met 
people on stands or layouts they remember you from previous shows and welcome you 
as long lost friends. Keep up the good work and will see you next year. Malcolm Paul  

Thanks  from Keith, Rowan and myself from Millom Railway & Scale Modellers for 
another great weekend at Workington MRE. We had an intense amount of interest in our 
Laxey and IOM models and 3 confirmed bookings for next year! A good buffet and a 
feeling that our efforts were appreciated unlike some other shows that we attend 
throughout the year.  
Once again many thanks and congratulations on your attendance figures. It shows what 
good value model railway exhibitions are when we maintain good attendance figures 
during a recession. Peter  Chesher MBE,  Millom Railway & Scale Modellers.   

Congrats  on an excellent show. We were very pleased with the interest shown and 
would certainly like to attend again next year if there is space. Please put us down as 
donating a family ticket for next years raffle. Dave Jenner R&ER 

Thank you so much  for a very enjoyable weekend and all the hard work put in by all of 
you to make it such a success. As the figures show word is getting around so what levels 
for next year !  Thanks again. Laurence Moger (Tri-angman) PS please let me know if you 
decide to hold a Toy Fair in 2011  

Many thanks for organising such a fun show. Apart from one incident (the "rude and 
ignorant man") we had a wonderful time. I'm sorry that I will not have anything fresh to 
offer next year. However, one day(!) the extended version of Clecklewyke will be on the 
exhibition trail. My target date is Scalefour North 2012 but we'll see.  
I've written a few words about the exhibition in my blog, www.clecklewyke.wordpress.com 
I hope you approve! I'm rather annoyed that despite trailing my camera around all 
weekend I took no pictures. Doh!   Best wishes, Ian Everett. 

Next year 

Next year's show on 19/20 November is already filling up. Phil already has at least 7 
layouts booked including one from a secondary school pupil who is building a "boxfile" 
layout in 5 connected boxfiles. Also the W Cumbria Guild of Model Engineers are 
planning to bring their 5" gauge track to lay along the floor to give rides to youngsters, 
using battery electric locos. And most of the traders have expressed a wish to come back.  
But we plan to address the budget for next year so that we keep tighter control of 
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expenses. 

Santa’s Bus  
At short notice, Claire Driver, town centre manager, had asked for the use of a bus to 
carry Santa and his helpers through town on Sunday 21st November, the day of the 
Christmas lights switch-on. We were initially reluctant as the was day 2 of the model rail 
show, but we were persuaded to participate. Debenhams were looking for a novel way to 
get Santa to the store, and the plan was hatched to travel up Station Road and around 
the town a couple of times, picking up passengers at various points before dropping off 
Santa and travellers at Udale Street bus layby. Debenhams staff spent several hours 
decorating 378 on the Friday and the bus certainly looked the part. 

In the event the streets seemed very quiet between 1130 and 1200 on the Sunday 
(because everyone was at the model rail show!)  but those dozen or so that ventured on 
to the bus seemed to be enjoying themselves. 

Threlkeld Quarry  
Peter Nicholson is a volunteer at Threlkeld Quarry where Ian Hartland has rebuilt a 1926 
Bagnall 0-4-0 tank engine named Sir Tom which runs from March to October between 
two of the quarries. Over Christmas, they held a Santa Steam Train with mulled wine and 
mince pies and presents for children  There are many narrow gauge locos at the quarry 
waiting renovation; reputed to be about 34 chassis and about 3 or 4 working with two 
under renovation / repair with trucks waiting renovation as well. It is also currently the 
home of Askham Hall, the 0-4-0 steam loco that was formerly based at Haig Pit. 

There are special working weekends for the Vintage Excavator Trust where as many of 
ther 70+ vintage rope excavators work as they can get operators for. They hope to get 
the world's oldest steam excavator "Hooley" soon so that they can renovate and operate 
it.  

Occasionally there are steam specials where people bring their own narrow gauge locos 
to run on the line with photographers and enthusiasts paying for the transport. "Jack 
Lane" and "Edward Sholto" visited in August and they hope the vertical boilered "Paddy" 
will be coming this year for a weekend visit (or longer if possible).  

Peter says, “You may share with me a certain personal frustration at not knowing what is 
going on at Threlkeld Quarry; I only realised about steam railway there in August, so I 
decided to volunteer to help with their publicity etc. Ian Hartland and his small core team 
of renovators do wonders but there is so much to do. It is easy to think of a rail special 
where the steam, diesel, diesel electric and electric locos could do their work on a 
working weekend but there aren't enough drivers even for the ones that are working, and 
we need more volunteers to get other diesel locos working and quarry trucks operational.” 

Coach trips & events  
Liverpool  As a result of the prolonged cold snap, it was touch and go whether our final 
coach trip of the year to Liverpool would actually go ahead. But in the event it did run with 
a nearly full load of 45 passengers who enjoyed the day and the winter scenery on the 
way, including seeing the rare sight of ice on Bassenthwaite Lake. 
The trip raised £237 for funds, including £50 raised on the raffle. Our thanks to member 
Andrew Stewart for his excellent driving on some hazardous roads in icy weather. 
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Next year‘s programme of four trips is now being planned. Regular travellers will be 
notified in due course. 

Workington Stations  
Workington North temporary station closed on Friday 8th October after the last train. The 
pictures inside the back cover were taken on the last day, which was brilliantly sunny and 
warm - proper Indian Summer weather.  
The last train to call was the 2150 from Carlisle to Whitehaven. It's doubtful if many of 
those on board appreciated the significance of their journey as it was full of revellers 
returning from the races and Carlisle beer festival! But the train carried a "farewell" 
headboard and Northern managers were at North to see the train through. 
Dismantling of the temporary station started the following day, with the scaffolding 
framework of the station being taken to Workington Main to be used for phase one of the 
renovation works planned there. Scaffolding was initially erected on platform 1 to allow 
the framework underneath the canopy to be shot blasted and painted. This was 
completed and the last of the scaffolding removed on 15th December, leaving only the 
columns to be cleaned & painted. Overnight possessions allowed the use of a scaffold 
trolley on the running line to repair guttering and repair & repaint the gutter boarding. 
Guttering and drains that had been blocked for years were cleaned out. 
Meanwhile sandblasting and painting work continued on platform 2. . . 
The booking hall, ex-parcels office, waiting room and train crew signing-on point had 
damp problems repaired, and replastering and decorating work done. The booking hall 
lost its attractive cream, red and green style for a very cold looking corporate Northern 
dark blue and white scheme (but that’s just my opinion - Ed). 
The five columns by the train stabling sidings at the southern end of platform 1 were lifted 
overnight on 15/16th December with the use of one of Lawson’s mobile cranes. These 
originally supported the train shed over the sidings but latterly had been used only as 
lighting columns. They were due to be replaced by taller lamp-posts. At the time of 
writing, the original columns were laid on the disused loading dock behind the stabling 
sidings. It is hoped that they will find further use on a preserved line rather than being 
scrapped. 

Vehicle Notes  

National WHH 556S A replacement emergency engine stop button has been fitted to 
replace the corroded original. An air leak and steering pump fluid leak should have been 
repaired by the time you read this. 

National KHH 378W This still drives well and was used to carry Santa into town on 22nd 
November, but is due to receive attention to the bodywork and a gearbox oil leak.. 

Carlisle Tram Body We have had contact from Paul at Carlisle College - a nice man who 
is interested in the tram and has done a little studying of its history as he hadn't realised 
until recently that it was there! 
He had been approached by someone who wants to take photos and put a story of it on 
Facebook. He passed on our details to his contact but we have heard no more since - 
unless you‘ve seen it on Facebook?.  
And there's no urgency to move the tram out. It will need to go in the next phase of 
development at College, but they aren't sure when this will be 
When we first looked at it, at contact from Appleby Heritage Centre came along as well 
and suggested around £15,000 to restore the body shell alone into a decent replica to 
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give a flavour of what the whole thing would have looked like. They could do this at 
Appleby if we could come up with the grants. Wolverhampton 49 at Black Country Living 
Museum is a similar machine - except that it is complete and it runs! 

49 Club  
Week  Number  Winner   Prize  
25 Sep    5   No winner 
2 Oct   46   No winner 
9 Oct   46   No winner 
16 Oct  32   Geoff Higgins  £71.25 
23 Oct  12   Joe Moore   £11.25 
30 Oct  11   No winner 
6 Nov   36   No winner 
13 Nov  45   No winner 
20 Nov  29   Mike Heaslip  £33.75 
27 Nov    8   Frank Delaney £11.25 
4 Dec   11   No winner 
11 Dec  27   No winner 
18 Dec  40   No winner 
The rollover currently stands at £22.50. 

If you wish to be in with a chance of a win, simply write with your chosen number(s) and a 
cheque for £13 per number to cover 13 weeks, or £26 for 26 weeks, or £52 for 52 weeks  
to Denise Grey at the address inside the back cover.  

The winner is the holder of the Saturday Lotto bonus ball number. The winner gets 75% 
of the pot for that week. If there is no winner, then 50% of the pot for that week rolls over 
to the next week. 
 

 An Appeal  

The Memory Lane section of the News and Star of the 10th September last year depicted 
two Embleton Signal Women in March 1966 and the crossing keeper at Rakefoot who 
was apparently a certain Mary Davidson. 

Who were the other two women who were seen on many an occasion as the train went 
through the station to exchange Key Tokens? 

John Charters would like to identify these particular railway workers. One may have been 
married to Edwin Thompson, a signalman at Bass Lake station until 1964, whilst the other 
was possibly Joyce Albion (nee Sanderson). Can any of our members recall these two 
Embleton ladies and who they were. Please let our Historian, Derek Woodruff, know on 
01946 832078. 
 
 

Calendar 2011  
After a gap of several years, we have again found time to put together a full colour 
calendar. The 2011 edition is now available featuring a different picture for each month. 
Where available, event dates have also been added to give you a reminder of how you 
can help to support our activities. 
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The cost is a modest £6. They are available in the station shop, or can be sent out post 
free. Contact us at denise.grey@talktalk.net or on 01900 67389 to place your order. 

Subscriptions  
We’re giving you plenty of notice that subscriptions will be due again on 1st April, around 
the time that the next Wheels and Tracks is due out.  Again, there will be no increase to 
the  rates, which are shown below.  

Adults £9  Unwaged £6  Family £12 Corporate £20 

A renewal form is enclosed with this newsletter.  This year we are hoping to publish a 
membership list, and are asking if you are willing to have your contact details published. 
This will, we hope, allow members to interact better with each other. Up until now it has 
not always been easy to know who else is a member, but it is intended that we can make 
contact with other members easier. 

Please send your forms and cheques (payable to WTHT) to Membership Secretary Jim 
Osborn at 23 Harringdale, High Harrington, Workington CA14 4NU, or in the enclosed 
addressed envelope. 

Your continuing support to help us to develop the Trust is much appreciated. 
Membership Matters  

At this quiet time of year, we are pleased to welcome  just one new member to the group: 
Andrew Naylor,  of Seascale, has been an active volunteer in other groups, and now 
offers his help to us. 
 

Bits and Pieces  

Christmas cards We have sent Christmas cards to around 30 of our supporters, 
sponsors and contacts who have helped us in our work over the last year. These feature 
a picture of 378 on Murray Road doing the Santa run on 22nd November. 
Route One We have taken out a subscription to this weekly trade magazine which will 
help keep us up to date on legal matters as well as seeing what collectable buses are for 
sale. 

Rail Blue Charters have two trains operating along the Cumbrian coast on 23 & 25 
February. More information at: 

http://www.rail-bluecharters.co.uk/tour_list/2011/02/rail-
blue_charters_leicester_to_carlisle  

http://www.rail-bluecharters.co.uk/tour_list/2011/02/rail-
blue_charters_watford_junction_to_carlisle  

Finance  The first 6 months of this year saw an income for the Trust of £14,100 (on a 
budget of £12,800) against expenses  of £12,500 (£10,400), leaving a surplus of £1,600 
(£2,400). This was before the purchase of 210. 

Donations  3 old trunks have been donated by Mrs Vidall of Wigton. Agreed to keep 
these as they could be good for a future display. 

Stagecoach Open Day The next venue is Morecambe on bank Holiday Saturday 28th 
May. This is out of sequence as it is leading up to having the 2012 event at Lillyhall to 
mark the 100th anniversary of Whitehaven Motor Services, the forerunner of CMS. 
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Talk  On 15th October Alistair gave a talk to Salvation Army at Whitehaven. An audience 
of 8 generated £4 of sales. 

Drivers Certificate of Professional 
Competence  
At our 16th November meeting Paul Adamson gave a short talk about the implications for 
us of Driver CPCs which all professional PCV qualified drivers must have in place by 
September 2013. The situation regarding volunteer PCV qualified drivers is less clear, but 
it may be advisable for our drivers to have CPCs to show that we are doing the job 
properly. The driver CPC is not available to those who drive buses on a car licence using 
“grandfather” rights. 
The CPC is designed to improve the knowledge and skills of drivers during their working 
lives. 

Drivers must have 35 hours of training in every 5 year period to entitle them to their 
Drivers Qualification Card. This training can be 7 hours every year or 35 hours in one go. 
Training modules can be chosen by the trainee to suit his/her needs. There is no exam at 
the end – drivers simply have to attend the course. 
The Joint Awards Unit for Periodic Training administers training centres. A 7 hour module 
doesn’t cost too much. 
Some discussion took place over the subject of what constitutes “professional” drivers, 
and Paul suggested that we seek advice on this matter. 
We are now considering if we want to go ahead, who is eligible for the training, how it is 
paid for (eg 50/50 between Trust and volunteer), and how it is carried out. 
 

Driver CPC News from NARTM Newslink  

Chris Butterfield of NARTM penned this view of CPC requirements early last year. 

For 30 years now, the holder of an operator’s licence has needed a transport manager 
qualified by way of a Certificate of Professional Competence. From 10 September last 
year we have had another CPC, this time for drivers of buses and coaches. The use of 
the same terminology is confusing and regrettable, as the new certificate is quite unlike 
the existing one. 

So what does the new certificate mean? Well, officially it aims to 
�  Improve road safety and maintain high driving standards 
�  Recognise the knowledge and skills required to drive PCVs and LGVs 
�  Raise the status of professional drivers and promote driving as a career. 
Anyone who has qualified as a PCV licence holder since 10 September will know all 
about this, as he or she will have been trained as part of the preparation for the test. (The 
LGV licence holder is not affected until September of this year.) 
Existing licence holders acquire grandfather rights, just as transport managers did back in 
the 1970s. But whereas the transport manager acquired a CPC valid throughout his 
career, it is not so for the driver. His CPC, whether acquired as part of his driving test or 
acquired by grandfather rights, will expire after just 5 years. At the end of that time he 
must satisfy the Driving Standards Agency that in the intervening period he has 
undertaken 35 hours’ training. 

The 35 hours may be divided into five segments, each of at least 7 hours' duration. The 7 
hours may be divided into two equal parts but these must be delivered on consecutive 
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days, enabling many drivers to take the split course between school runs on the two 
days. 

The syllabus can be quite flexible, but is expected to include such subjects as the legal 
requirements for driving and working hours, health and safety, customer care, and the 
effect of alcohol, drugs and tiredness on driving. These will be presented in the 
classroom, but in smaller groups drivers are likely to be taken out on the road to cover 
safe and fuel efficient driving – the daily walk-round check, how to load luggage, and how 
to drive to achieve maximum fuel economy. 

Courses are being provided by larger operators, vehicle manufacturers, suppliers of 
tachograph services, and of course the training agencies. I have seen widely varied 
prices quoted, per driver per day – between £48 and £165. It is for the training provider to 
advise the DSA that a driver has attended (only attended – there will be no examination), 
and when the 35 hours' tuition have been completed, the driver will receive a Driver 
Qualification Card. One card suffices for both passenger and goods vehicles. 

It is not essential to hold the CPC to have a vocational licence. There are exemptions, for 
example if the driver holds the licence only to take vehicles out on a test run. So the all-
important question has to be: is the driver CPC required for the driver of a vintage bus or 
truck? For many (myself included) this is an academic question, as we drive for payment 
as well. But there are a few (the Oxford Bus Museum has two such members) who keep 
up their PCV licence purely to drive a historic bus with more than 8 passengers on board. 
They already have the cost of a medical examination, and for the over-65s this is a non-
inconsiderable annual fee. If you add the cost of the CPC training, renewing a licence just 
to carry museum visitors will incur a lot of expense. 

If you look at the DSA booklet, available on the web at 
www.dsa.gov.uk/Documents/CPC/guide_to_periodic_training.pdf you will see among the 
various exemptions (for example vehicles being taken for road test) one for vehicles ‘not 
being used to carry passengers or goods for commercial purposes'. That seems 
reassuring, but if you go to the DfT website at 
www.transportoffice.gov.uk/crt/vehicledrivers/drivercpctrainingforbusandlorrydrivers/driver
cpctrainingforbuscoachandlorrydrivers.htm you will see reference to vehicles ‘used for 
non-commercial carriage of passengers or goods, for personal use’. This phrase ‘for 
personal use’ is taken from the relevant EU directive and is one that has caused me 
concern. A number of NARTM members are private individuals, and if they drive their 
own buses they must do so for their personal use. But if I drive a museum bus, can I 
really claim to do so for personal use? Surely I do so for the museum’s purposes, not my 
own. 

In search of reassurance, and in the hope of an official view, I approached Kevin Rooney, 
VOSA Customer Director. He passed my enquiry to his colleague Ian Bacon, Senior 
Policy Engineer (Strategy & Performance), who looked into the matter very thoroughly, for 
which I was most grateful. Indeed the e-mail he sent was so comprehensive that I set out 
the text in full: 

Sorry for the delay in replying, I wanted to check the answer with DSA. 
The first point is what licence you need/are using to drive the bus. You can drive on a car 
licence, which would exempt you from driver CPC as it only applies to category C and D 
licences. This is an extract from INF 52, produced by DVLA : 
Exempted passenger carrying vehicles: 3.1 Holders of a full category B (car) driving 
licence may drive any of the vehicles listed below: 
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(a) a passenger-carrying vehicle manufactured more than 30 years before the date when 
it is driven and not used for hire or reward or for the carriage of more than 8 passengers.  
This would limit what you might want to do - so I looked in to this some more with DSA 
and they gave me the following advice:  

 
In general, bus museums run free “services” on rally days. The drivers have to hold a 
category D licence because of the number of passengers carried. Also, museums usually 
require the drivers to hold a Cat D licence for health & safety and insurance purposes. I 
would be very surprised if a court felt that this sort of activity was “within scope” for Driver 
CPC purposes. Some museums accept donations from the passengers (to help offset the 
cost of diesel) but some don’t. NARTM policy is that donations shouldn’t be encouraged 
as this could be interpreted as a fare – which would contravene licensing requirements as 
the “service” is not being run by an “O” licence holder and is not registered with the Traffic 
Commissioner.  
Even if the museum had an “O” licence (some do) and the service was registered (fairly 
unlikely as the “O” licence is usually to enable them to hire out vintage vehicles for 
weddings, etc) I suspect they would be able to mount a reasonable argument that they 
were on a par with s19 and s22 permit holders. Basically, the purpose of the operation as 
a whole is not commercial in the normal sense of the word.  

So we would advise that you will not need a Driver CPC in most cases, and I would not 
expect that we would ever take this case to court, but with all these statements, it would 
depend on the circumstance at the time. The qualification relates to the driver, so it will 
ultimately depending on what his/her full time job is. If they are a full time bus driver in the 
week than the Driver CPC would apply for example. 

We think this type of activity is exempted from Driver CPC requirement. It may be 
however, that due to H&S policy or insurance requirement, that you opt to take the Driver 
CPC as an internal policy.  

I found this reassuring, and it was indeed gratifying to see that in official quarters the 
NARTM guide to operation of free bus services has been noted. In that VOSA is the 
principal prosecuting authority in such matters, it seems we can be confident that drivers 
of museum vehicles will be regarded as exempt from the CPC requirement. 

Although the view of VOSA is clear, I decided that as a matter of interest I would put the 
same question to the Transport Office Driver CPC Enquiries address in Newcastle. That 
was over 3 months ago, and the reply is still awaited........ 
 

Exhibitions at the Station  
Our modest display wall in the station shop continues to attract attention with regularly 
changing displays. The programme continues with these planned displays: 

January & February has a selection of photos of the steelworks in Workington  on 
show. Many of these have been kindly loaned by Edwin George. 

March & April showcases the collection of vehicles owned by the Trust and other local 
transport groups. 

May & June marks the anniversary of the end of the DRS flood relief shuttle trains with 
a display of DRS photographs - both the shuttles and DRS’ other trains. Photographs 
feature efforts by local railwayman Derek Fry and new WTHT member David Armstrong. 
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July & August will show some of the work done by the Trust including free bus 
services, open days, model railway exhibitions and community events. 

September & October marks the 125th birthday of Workington Main station and the 
planned unveiling of a plaque to mark this event. 

November & December  closes the year with a Christmas transport miscellany . 

Events 2010/11  
It is wise to check that events are happening before setting out on your journey. 

 

1st January To end Feb - Station shop photos of steelw orks 
Tue 18 Jan  Committee meeting, Cumberland Hotel, 7. 15pm  
Tue 15 Feb  Committee meeting, Cumberland Hotel, 7. 15pm  
Sun 28 Feb Coach trip to Glasgow and Model Rail Sho w 
1st March To end April - Station shop photos of Trust vehicles 
Tue 15 Mar  Committee meeting, Cumberland Hotel, 7. 15pm 
Tue 19 Apr Committee meeting, Cumberland Hotel, 7.1 5pm 
1st May  To end June - Station shop photos of DRS t rains 
Tue 17 May Committee meeting, Cumberland Hotel, 7.1 5pm 
Sat 28 May Stagecoach open day & rally at Morecambe  
Sun 19 Jun  Festival of historic transport, Lathalmond 
Tue 21 Jun Committee meeting, Lakes Road, 7.15pm 
1st July  To end Aug - Station shop photos of Trust ac tivities 
Sun 4 July Distington rally  
Tue 19 Jul Committee meeting, Pottery Field, 7.15pm   
Tue 16 Aug Committee meeting, Lakes Road, 7.15pm  
Sat/Sun 20/21 Aug  Lathalmond Open Weekend   
1st Sept  To end Oct - Station shop photos of 125 th year of Workington station 
Sat 10 Sep  Civic Trust's Heritage Open Days weeken d + free buses 
Sun 18 Sep Running Day at Lathalmond clebrating Y types 
Tue 20 Sep AGM, Cumberland Hotel, 7.15pm 
Tue 18 Oct Committee meeting, Cumberland Hotel, 7.1 5pm 
1st Nov  To end Dec - Station shop miscellaneous photo  display 
Tue 15 Nov Committee meeting, Cumberland Hotel, 7.1 5pm    
Sat/Sun 19/20 Nov    Model Rail Show at Moorclose  
Tue 20 Dec Committee meeting, Cumberland Hotel, 7.1 5pm    
Mon 26 Dec Boxing Day free bus service 

 

Derwent Railway Society Meetings  

The winter meetings programme of the  “other” DRS  is now in full swing. Meetings are 
held on a Friday evening at Distington Community Centre, Church Rd, Distington at 7pm. 
Admission for members is only £1 whilst for non-members it is £2.50 - so it could be 
worth joining up just for the meetings! 

14th January Steam and Diesels Around Cumbria, by Ray O’Neill 
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11th February Steam in the North West. A slide show by Raymond Penn 
18th March The Woodhead Route. Cine & slides by Allan Potter of Bolton 
15th April  The Dragon’s Last Roar, by Tony Harrison of Preston. Not to be missed! 

 
King Alfred's Problem  

Friends of King Alfred Buses runs a network of free services every New Years Day 
recreating the network once operated by King Alfred around Winchester. This well 
respected event seems to become more popular each year.  

But they, too, have accommodation problems. They are now desperate to find a new 
base to house, restore and maintain several of their vintage buses. For nine years 
Stagecoach has provided facilities at its Winchester bus station but this site is to be 
demolished and redeveloped. They are seeking suitable facilities of at least 1,000sq m, ie 
10,000 sq ft.  

FoKAB Chairman, Peter Murnaghan, is grateful for the help of Stagecoach over the past 
9 years which has allowed them to restore their 14 strong fleet to a high standard. But 
unless they find suitable accommodation at an affordable cost, Peter is doubtful that they 
will be able to continue to mount such spectacular events as the Winchester Bus Running 
Day in future years. 

Easysearch  
It's a while since I've pestered you about the merits of searching the internet using the  
www.wtht.easysearch.org search engine or of buying stuff off the internet through 
www.wtht.easysearch.org, but using both these sites can generate money for the Trust. 

Easysearch gives at least 0.5p for every search you make, whilst a vast range of well-
known traders on Easyfundraising will give commission on any purchases you make – 
and it costs you absolutely nothing 

Who's Who?  
Directors  
Chairman & Volunteer Coordinator John Burrow 01900 62889 
Secretary  & Newsletter Editor      Alistair Grey, 22 Calva Road, Seaton, CA14 1DF   
    01900 67389  alistair.grey@talktalk.net 

Treasurer   Denise Grey     denise.grey@talktalk.net 
Membership Secretary   Jim Osborn, 23 Harringdale Road, High Harrington,   
    Workington CA14 4NU.  Telephone 01946 831748 
Historian    Derek Woodruff 
Webmaster + Health & Safety Neil Dickinson    neil_dickinson@lineone.net 
Auditor     Brian Pritchard 

Non-directors  
 Archivist  John McGinn 
 Electrician  Joe Moore   
 First Aid   May Burrow 
     Newsletter Distribution  Peter Cowman 
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     Toy Fairs       Keith Murfin 07824 471150 
    MRE Layout Coordinator  Phil Tuer Email:  philip.tuer@virgin.net 

Workington Transport Heritage Trust is a company limited by guarantee, number 04767337. It is a 
registered charity number 1102725. The views expressed in this newsletter are those of contributors, 
and not necessarily representative of the Trust.                                      © WTHT 1st January 2011 

  

   

Lef t: Leyland test 
railbus LEV2 sits 
forlornly at 
Connecticut 
Tramway Museum. 
A group is raising 
funds to buy  this 
vehicle and 
repatriate this 
vehicle to the UK. 

Below: The last day 
of operation at 
Workington North 
was Friday 8 th 
October 2010.  
153 378 worked the 
last train to call 
there at 2235. 
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Left: 210 crashes into a 
hedge! In fact it is 
turning into a narrow 
lane on a Sidmouth 
Folk Festival shuttle on 
2nd August 2009, whilst 
with its previous owner 
Alpha Coaches of 
Honiton. 

Edward Jacobs 
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Above: 57007 powers 
out of Workington 
towards Maryport on a 
flood relief shuttle train 
in early 2010. Note the 
“old” number 3 signal 
box on the left; this was 
refurbished in October. 

David Armstrong 

Left: Our latest 
acquisition CHH 210T 
seen at Walsall in a 
previous life with 
Chase Buses. 

Brian Pritchard 
 


